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He ^vas succeeded by Innocent VIII (Giambattista Cibo);
and this caused a great improvement in Lorenzo's position.
For, whereas Sixtus IV had been the bitter enemy of the
Medici, with Innocent VIII it was exactly the reveise. He
was much impressed with the political influence of Lorenzo,
and considered it very desirable to keep on good terms with
the powerful ruler of Tuscany, a policy which he steadily
maintained throughout his eight years' pontificate.

In 1481 the united power of the states of Italy, with the
Kings of Arragon, of Portugal, and of Hungary, was put
forth to retake Otranto from the Turks; and upon the receipt
of news, while the siege was proceeding, of the death of Ma-
homed II Otranto capitulated.

In Spain Ferdinand and Isabella began in 1481 to drive out
the Moors from the southern half of the country, a war which
was to last for the next eleven years.

In England in 1483 Edward IV died, the boy Edward V
was murdered by his uncle Richard, Duke of Gloucester, and
the latter became king. Two years later Richard III was him-
self killed at the battle of Bosworth, and Henry VII gained the
throne, putting an end to the long period of civil war which
England had endured for thirty years.

In France Louis XI also died in 1483, and was succeeded
by his son, Charles VIII. The latter was a boy of thirteen, of
weak health and small capacity. 'Louis XI, however, when
dying entrusted Lo his eldest daughter, Aline of Beaujeu (mar-
ried to the Duke of Bourbon), the guardianship of her young
brother and the rule of the kingdom during his minority; and
for the next nine years she governed in his name. She displayed
a high intelligence and many remarkable qualities, her no-
bility of character, justice, and prudence gradually overcom-
ing the ill-will of her brother, the opposition of the French
nobles, and the schemes of Maximilian of Austria, and
obtaining for her the name of "Madame la Grande." Under
her wise methods of government the prosperity of France